598             THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

CASE      COULD      NOT      BE      ENTERTAINED    EXCEPT     BY      ARRANGEMENT    WITH

THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    INDIA.

GLADSTONE

Colonial Office Records: 551/46

(2} GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S CABLE TO COLONIAL OFFICE

December 19, 1913

CONFIDENTIAL

MY         TELEGRAM         OF          YESTERDAY          CONFIDENTIAL          2.           I         AM

TOLD BY J. C. SMUTS THAT SOLOMON DID NOT SUCCEED IN
REMOVING HIS DIFFICULTIES BUT THAT LITTLE REMAINS TO BE
DONE AFTER FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT. BEST COURSE WOULD HE
THINKS BE FOR INDIANS HERE TO RETAIN CAPABLE SOUTH
AFRICAN ADVOCATE, SUCH AS SCHREINER. THIS WOULD SERVE THE
PURPOSE OF INDIA GOVERNMENT. IF HOWEVER INDIAN GOVERN-
MENT DECIDE TO NOMINATE COUNSEL IT WOULD BE FAR BETTER
FROM POINT OF VIEW OF MINISTERS FOR THE INDIAN GOVERN-
MENT TO RETAIN SCHREINER OR SOME OTHER CAPABLE SOUTH
AFRICAN ADVOCATE. SOLOMON HIMSELF URGES THIS COURSE STRONG-
LY AS LONG DELAY IN SENDING COUNSEL FROM INDIA WOULD
BE VERY INCONVENIENT FOR THE COMMISSION WHICH ADJOURNED
YESTERDAY AND PROPOSES TO RESUME PROCEEDINGS AT DURBAN
ON JANUARY 12TH. GANDHI INTIMATES THAT THE INDIANS HERE
HAVE NOT DECIDED WHETHER THEY WILL ACCEPT COMMISSION.
SHOULD THEY REFUSE TO GIVE EVIDENCE THE COMMISSION WILL
IN ALL PROBABILITY BE DISSOLVED. IF              PASSIVE RESISTANCE

AND STRIKES ARE SUBSEQUENTLY AGAIN RESORTED TO THE FEEL-
ING HERE WILL BE EXASPERATED AND A VERY DANGEROUS
POSITION WILL PROBABLY BE CREATED. MY MINISTERS AND THE
COMMISSION HAVE DONE         THEER.         UTMOST         TO MEET VIEWS OF

THE INDIAN AND IMPERIAL GOVERNMENTS. I TRUST THAT YOU
WILL IMPRESS THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE INDIA
OFFICE WITH THE EXTREME IMPORTANCE OF SECURING THE AC-
CEPTANCE OF THE COMMISSION AND ABSTINENCE FROM ALL
PROVOCATIVE ACTION BY THE BRITISH INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA.
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